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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Dry conditions affect 2015 secondary season crops in 
several parts of the country 

 Overall prospects for 2015 aggregate rice production 
remain favourable 

 Concern about negative impact of dry weather on food 
security of vulnerable rural populations 

 Cereal imports forecast to increase in 2015/16 marketing 
year (April/March) 

 Rice prices stable in July but at high levels 

Dry conditions affect 2015 secondary season 
crops in parts 
Harvesting of the 2015 secondary season paddy crop is currently 
underway and will continue until September. Lower-than-average 
rainfall between May and early August over localized areas of the 
main rice producing provinces, including West Java, East Java, 
Central Java, South Sulawesi and North Sumatra hindered planting 
operations and reportedly caused some yield reduction to this 
season’s crops. In early August, the National Disaster Management 
Agency stated that 102 districts in 16 provinces, out of the country’s 
34 provinces were affected by drought. Early official estimates 
indicate that about 111 000 hectares of paddy plantings have been 
affected by the current dry weather. The annual area planted to rice 
is around 14 million hectares. There is also some concern about the 
potential impact of the dry conditions on plantings of the minor third 
season rice crop, which has just started and will continue into 
September. The Government plans to allocate IDR 880 billion 
(USD 65 million) to ensure water supplies through the rehabilitation 
of irrigation channels and distribution of water pumps to affected 
farmers. The 2015 main season paddy crop, which accounts for the 
bulk of the annual production, was completed in April. Despite a 
delayed onset of the rainy season, good rains through the growing 
season, coupled with diverse initiatives launched by the Government 
to support production, such as the distribution of subsidized seeds 
and fertilizers, resulted in increased plantings and improved yields. 
Thus, and barring a further deterioration of prospects for secondary 
and third seasons crops due to dry weather, given the gains already 
achieved with the main harvest, the outlook for the 2015 aggregate 
rice production remains positive. Forecast released by the 
Indonesian Government in July put the 2015 paddy production at 
75.6 million tonnes, up 7 percent from the last year’s reduced output 
level and an all-time record. 
 
Harvesting of the 2015 main (rainy) season maize crop, which 
accounts for 65 percent of annual production, was completed in April 
and the secondary (dry) season crop is in the final development 
stage. Latest official forecasts put the 2015 aggregate maize output 
at 20.7 million tonnes, some 9 percent above the last year’s bumper 
level. The projected increase is the result of a 4 percent expansion in 
plantings, in response to higher demand from the domestic feed 
industry, as well as good yields during the main season. However, 
the final outcome of this year‘s output will depend on the rainfall 
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performance in the coming months. 
 
The ongoing dry weather may be attributed to the current global 
El Niño event, which is often associated with dry weather in the 
country, although, no precise quantitative association between the 
occurrence of El Niño and its impact on agricultural production can 
be deduced. Its impact on crops very much depends on the timing 
and intensity of the phenomenon. The consensus of ENSO 
prediction models project the El Niño event to continue throughout 
2015, with many predicting Sea Surface Temperature (SST) 
anomalies to continue until the first months of 2016.The Indonesian 
Agency for Meteorological, Climatological and Geophysics (BMKG), 
forecasts that parts of the country may experience severe dry 
weather over the coming months. 

Concern about negative impact of dry weather on 
food production of vulnerable rural population 
Although overall bumper rice and maize outputs are forecast for 
2015, crop losses could be significant at local level. No estimates of 
affected population groups are yet available, but large numbers of 
subsistence farming families particularly in the 102 districts of the 
16 provinces declared in drought situation, are likely to be affected 
the most. If rains do not improve in the coming weeks, the affected 
rural families may need assistance in the short term, including in the 
form of agricultural inputs for the next main cropping season.  
 
GIEWS is closely monitoring weather developments and the food 
situation, particularly in the most vulnerable eastern parts of the 
country. FAO and WFP country offices in coordination with the 
Government are providing technical support to monitor and increase 
preparedness to mitigate any potential negative impact of El Niño on 
vulnerable populations. 

Cereal imports forecast to increase in 2015/16 
marketing year (April/March) 

Indonesia is one of the biggest importers of cereals in Far East Asia. 
Overall, cereal imports for the 2015/16 marketing year (April/March) 
are forecast at 11.8 million tonnes, some 2 percent above the large 
volume of the previous year. This is mainly attributed to an 
anticipated 3 percent increase in wheat imports to 7.9 million tonnes, 
reflecting sustained demand for the commodity. Similarly, imports of 
maize are forecast at 3 million tonnes, 4 percent above the last 
year’s level. In contrast, the 2015 rice imports are forecast to 
decrease by 10 percent to 900 000 tonnes, as a result of the 
currently still favourable outlook for the overall 2015 rice production, 
and self-sufficiency policies advocated by Government. 

Rice prices stable in July but still at high levels 
The average prices of medium quality rice, the main staple in the 
country, remained stable for the second consecutive month in July 
but at near-record levels. This reflects harvest delays, coupled with 
significant lower imports since the beginning of 2015 compared to 
the same period last year, along with higher fuel and transport costs. 
Prices were also supported by concerns over the possible impact of 
the El Niño phenomenon on the ongoing secondary season crop. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


